74 JEPENDENT

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

IEC Webinar Recap: How Limited Energy Can Benefit Your Business
Presenter: David J. Nutter ESC-D, Electric Arts Enterprises, Inc

Why Limited Energy Matters

e High Demand, Low Supply: There is a significant shortage of trained limited energy professionals.

o Future Career Path: Even with Al advancements, limited energy professionals are required to build,
maintain, and manage the networks and systems Al relies on.

o Business Expansion Opportunity: Electrical contractors can add profitable new service lines by
developing a limited energy division.

Limited Energy Vs. Low Voltage

e The NEC does not clearly define “low voltage,” leading to confusion. Limited Energy is clearly defined in
the NEC as: Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 (emerging technologies, including pulse-based power)
e The industry is shifting toward using limited energy as the preferred, accurate term.

Core Limited Energy Systems

1. Structured Cabling (The Foundation)
e Backbone of all limited energy systems
e Supports audio, video, data, voice, automation, and control
e Must be installed correctly at the rough-in stage to avoid costly rework
e Training is critical; mistakes behind walls are expensive to fix
2. Surveillance & Security Systems
e  Major growth area driven by PoE (Power over Ethernet)
e Requires knowledge of, networking, IP & MAC addressing, data storage & cybersecurity, and Al-based
analytics
e Cameras today are network devices, not standalone CCTV
3. Fire Alarm Systems
e Highly specialized and regulated
e Requires additional licensing (varies by jurisdiction)
e  Must comply with NEC + NFPA 72
e Manufacturer-specific training is essential
. PoE Lighting
e Uses Cat6 cabling instead of traditional Class 1 wiring
e Lower installation cost (especially in new construction)
e  Cleaner electrical environment (fewer harmonics)
e Centralized, flexible, and software-controlled lighting
e  Growing market: not yet mainstream but promising
5. Audio & Sound Systems
e Residential and commercial applications
o Network-based streaming and control
e Includes surround sound, Atmos, outdoor audio, and zoning
e Requires careful system design and training
. Building Management Systems (BMS)
e Controls HVAC, lighting, access, energy, and occupancy
e Major energy-saving potential
e Increasingly common in commercial environments
. Lighting Control & Automation
LED advancements have changed dimming, color temperature, and control
e Systems support scenes, schedules, circadian lighting, and automation
e Highly manufacturer-specific
e Integrates with building-wide automation platforms
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Earning Potential & Business

e Specialized limited energy work often supports higher labor rates

e Lighting manufacturers now market directly to limited energy professionals

e Opens new markets previously unavailable to traditional electrical contractors
e Success depends on local market research and positioning

Opportunities vs. Risks

Opportunities
e Rapidly expanding market
e Technology-driven differentiation
e Long-term customer relationships

e Design, consulting, programming, and networking career paths
Risks

e Technology changes quickly

e Poor training leads to costly mistakes

e Jumping into new tech too early can harm reputation

e Requires continuous learning and manufacturer alignment
Bottom Line: Training is non-negotiable.

Tools & Training Requirements

e Specialty test equipment (network testers, audio meters, lighting tools)
e Proper training on both tools and systems is essential
e |EC training programs help standardize skills and professionalism

IEC Limited Energy Curriculum (Available & Upcoming)

e Current Courses: Introduction to Limited Energy, Structured Cabling, Surveillance Systems, Fire Alarm
Systems, and PoE Lighting

e Coming Soon: Audio & Sound Systems and Commercial Control Systems

¢ You can find more information here. Check with your local IEC Chapter for availability and to express
interest.

Career Paths Beyond Technician

o Networking / IT specialization, system programming, design services, consulting, and power quality &
clean energy systems

e Limited energy professionals increasingly operate at the intersection of electrical, IT, automation, and
design.

Key Takeaway

Limited energy is no longer optional; it is central to modern buildings, smart systems, and future technologies.
Contractors and training programs that invest early in proper education, certification, and professionalism will be
best positioned to lead and profit in this expanding field.


https://ieci.org/workforce/training/

